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1993 and 1998. During her tenure on the 
Board, MROSD’s lands grew from 32,000 
acres to 43,000 acres and she was a very ac-
tive member on MROSD’s Coastal Advisory 
Commission for the District’s plan to annex the 
San Mateo County Coast. 

Mr. Speaker, Betsy Crowder was an excep-
tionally kind and selfless woman dedicated to 
her family, her community and her country. 
Her tireless commitment and stewardship of 
the environment inspired everyone. She lives 
on through her two children, two grand-
children, three sisters, 15 nieces and neph-
ews, and through all of us who were blessed 
to be part of her life. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sadness that I 
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute 
to a uniquely wonderful woman who lived a 
life of purpose and to extend our deepest 
sympathy to her daughters, Wendy and Anne, 
and the entire Crowder family. 
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POLISH OFFICERS MONUMENT 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, on Nov. 19, 
2000 the National Katyn Memorial Committee 
will dedicate a monument in Baltimore, Mary-
land to the memory of more than 15,000 Pol-
ish Army officers who were massacred by So-
viet soldiers in the spring of 1940. 

In September, I was honored to accept an 
award on behalf of Congress presented by Fa-
ther Zdislaw J. Peszkowski, a survivor of the 
massacre. The medal was presented on be-
half of the Katyn families in recognition of U.S. 
congressional hearings conducted in 1951 and 
1952 that focused world attention on this 
World War II massacre that occurred in the 
Katyn Forest. 

While this massacre occurred more than 50 
years ago, it is important that we remember 
what happened. In 1939, Nazi Germany in-
vaded Poland from the west and the Soviet 
Union invaded from the east. In 1940, more 
than 15,000 Polish Army officers were placed 
in detention, then taken in small groups, told 
they would be freed and then were gunned 
down in the Soviet Union’s Katyn Forest. In 
1943, the German Army discovered the mass 
graves, which the Russians tried to blame on 
the Germans. It was long suspected that the 
massacre was the work of the Soviets. Final 
proof came in 1989, after the fall of the Soviet 
Union, when President Gorbachev released 
documents that clearly proved the Soviets, 
with the full knowledge of Stalin, had carried 
out the massacre. 

For more than a decade, the Polish-Amer-
ican community has raised funds to construct 
a fitting memorial to honor the victims of the 
massacre. The 44-foot statue has been per-
manently installed near Baltimore’s Inner Har-
bor at President and Aliceanna Streets. I want 
to commend the Polish-American community 
and Alfred Wisniewski, Chairman of the Na-
tional Katyn Memorial Committee, and the en-
tire committee, for their tireless efforts in mak-
ing this memorial to the victims of this atrocity 
a reality. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to the memory of these murdered Pol-
ish Army officers. The Katyn Memorial in Balti-
more will be a lasting reminder to all of us that 
we must never tolerate evil and tyranny and 
that we must continue to speak out for justice 
and tolerance. 
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF 
PUERTO RICO 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, both the House and Senate have approved 
an appropriation of $2.5 million to the Office of 
the President as requested by the President 
for a grant to the Elections Commission of 
Puerto Rico to be used for voter education on 
and a choice among the options available for 
the island’s future political status. This marks 
an historic step forward in two key respects in 
the process of self-determination for the al-
most four million American citizens of Puerto 
Rico. 

First, it represents the first authorization 
from Congress for the United States citizens 
of Puerto Rico to choose the ultimate political 
status for their island. Presidents since Tru-
man have been seeking such an authorization 
and each House has passed similar language 
in the past, but the same language has never 
passed both Houses and been enacted into 
law. Our approval of this appropriation should 
be read as Congress’ determination to resolve 
the century-long question of the island’s ulti-
mate status and let Puerto Rican Americans 
choose a fully democratic governing arrange-
ment if they wish to replace the current terri-
torial status. 

Second, by adopting this provision as part 
of the unanticipated needs account of the Of-
fice of the President, it is Congress’ intention 
that its support for a future vote in Puerto Rico 
be coordinated with the Administration’s efforts 
to provide realistic options to be included on 
the ballot in the island’s next referendum. In 
recent months the President has brought 
Puerto Rico’s major political parties together in 
an unprecedented effort to define the available 
political status options. Our approval of the 
$2.5 Million request evidences our expectation 
that the White House will provide realistic op-
tions upon which to base a future status ref-
erendum. It can only responsibly allocate the 
funds for the consideration of options that are 
realistic. 

Puerto Rican Americans have contributed to 
this Nation for over 102 years, both in peace 
and in wartime, and deserve the opportunity to 
resolve the uncertainty regarding their political 
status based on clearly defined status options 
consistent with the Constitution and U.S. law 
and with the support of Congress. This legisla-
tion along with realistic status options to be 
provided by the Administration will help us 
honor their contributions by moving the proc-
ess of self-determination forward towards the 
establishment of a permanent and final polit-
ical status for Puerto Rico. 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. THELMA F. 
RIVERS

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mrs. Thelma F. Rivers of 
Timmonsville, South Carolina, prior to the 
celebration of her 115th birthday. 

Mrs. Rivers was born on November 3, 1885, 
in Darlington, South Carolina, to a mother and 
father who were born into slavery. This makes 
her one of the few people to have ever lived 
to experience three centuries of American his-
tory. Her sharp memory is treasured by all. 
When Mrs. Rivers reminisces about her youth, 
she remembers picking two bales of cotton ev-
eryday and sewing quilts with tobacco thread. 

Remarkably, Mrs. Rivers remains inde-
pendent and capable despite her years. She is 
on no medication, and has no use for eye-
glasses, hearing aids, or canes. Living alone 
until last year, she even chopped her own 
wood, being that she chose to remain living in 
a home still furnished with a wood burning 
stove. Many of her younger counterparts can’t 
even boast of this type of health and auton-
omy. 

Mrs. Rivers has been blessed with several 
children, nearly 100 grandchildren, numerous 
great grandchildren, and the list continues. 
She attributes her long life to her faith in God 
and allowing Him to ‘‘hold her hand while she 
runs this race.’’ 

Mrs. Rivers has won no gold medals or 
Nobel prizes, but today, having lived through 
115 years is a tremendous and commendable 
achievement. It is a testament to faith, 
strength, love, and wisdom. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to this miraculous South Carolinian upon 
the celebration of her birthday. 
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TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE CEN-
TENNIAL OF SYMPHONY HALL IN 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to one 
of America’s most historic crown jewels, Sym-
phony Hall, as it celebrates its centennial and 
its many contributions to Boston, the Nation 
and the world. 

The Hall was the brainchild of ‘‘Major’’ 
Henry Lee Higginson, founder of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO). In the early 
1890s, Higginson made the decision to build 
Symphony Hall due to the fact that the Boston 
Music Hall was no longer meeting the needs 
of the BSO and its patrons. 

Major Higginson chose Charles Follen 
McKim of the New York firm of McKim, Mead 
and White as the architect of the Hall. At that 
time, McKim was the most prominent architect 
in the United States. However, one of the 
most influential persons involved in the project 
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was a Harvard physicist by the name of Wal-
lace Clement Sabine. Mr. Sabine, the founder 
of the science of architectural acoustics, 
served as acoustical consultant during the 
construction of the Hall. As a result of 
Sabine’s input, Symphony Hall became the 
first concert hall designed with the aid of mod-
ern acoustical science, and today is ranked 
among the three best acoustical concert halls 
in the world. 

Ground breaking on the Hall took place on 
June 12, 1899 and it opened its doors on Oc-
tober 15, 1900. Ever since its opening, Sym-
phony Hall has played a major role in new 
music activity. It has been the scene of more 
than 250 musical world premiers, including 
major works by Samuel Barber, Aaron 
Copeland, George Gershwin, and John Wil-
liams. 

Though it is principal home of the Boston 
Symphony and the Boston Pops orchestras, 
other performing artists use it 60–70 times a 
year. It is also interesting to note that for many 
years Symphony Hall was the largest public 
building in Boston and served as the city’s 
major civic gathering place. Among such civic 
events were: the First Annual Automobile 
Show of the Boston Automobile Dealers’ As-
sociation (1901); a debate on American par-
ticipation in the League of Nations, advocated 
by Harvard President A. Lawrence Lowell and 
opposed by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 
(1919); and all the inaugurations of Boston’s 
Mayor James Michael Curley. 

The Hall has regular radio and television 
broadcasts of the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
and the Boston Pops. The first radio broadcast 
took place on January 23, 1926, with the first 
national radio broadcast took place on Octo-
ber 4, 1930 in honor of the BSO’s 50th anni-
versary. Television broadcasts from Symphony 
Hall began in 1963 and in 1969 the program 
Evening at Pops was launched in co-operation 
with WGBH. This program has gone on to be-
come the second longest-running series on 
public television, after Sesame Street. 

Today, Symphony Hall continues to have a 
profound impact on the world of music and 
maintains its distinction as one of the world’s 
finest concert halls. The Department of the In-
terior recently paid fitting tribute to Symphony 
Hall’s national and historic significance by des-
ignating it a National Historic Landmark. I 
have no doubt that Symphony Hall will con-
tinue to be a strong influence in the world of 
music for the next century and I want to ex-
tend my heart-felt congratulations to all those 
persons that have been entrusted with main-
taining the legacy of Symphony Hall. So I 
close with wishing Symphony Hall a happy 
birthday and the good fortune of celebrating at 
least another one hundred. 
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RECENT VIOLENCE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
a heavy heart, after learning this morning 
about the latest violence in Israel. News re-

ports indicate that two Israeli reserve soldiers 
were killed in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. The Israeli soldiers were detained 
by the Palestinian police after they inadvert-
ently made a wrong turn down a street, and 
were taken to a police station. Apparently a 
mob of Palestinians broke into the police sta-
tion, slaughtered the Israeli soldiers, and pa-
raded their bodies through the streets. 

I call on Mr. Arafat to live up to his obliga-
tions under the Oslo Accords, and to maintain 
public order and calm in the West Bank 
through a vigorous use of the Palestinian po-
lice force. Let us remember that the Palestin-
ians now fully control over 40% of the West 
Bank and Gaza, with over 95% of the Pales-
tinian population under the civil administration 
of the Palestinian Authority. As the Palestin-
ians gain greater authority and control over 
their domestic affairs, they also must shoulder 
the additional security responsibilities that 
come hand-in-hand with territorial control. The 
Palestinians must ensure the safety of both 
Israelis and Palestinians within their areas of 
control. 

Mr. Arafat has personally assumed respon-
sibility over all PLO elements and personnel in 
order to assure the maintenance of peace, 
law, and order in the West Bank. Just a few 
days ago Mr. Arafat allowed a Palestinian mob 
to destroy Joseph’s Tomb, a Jewish holy site 
in the West Bank, just hours after Israeli 
troops withdrew and allowed the Palestinian 
police to take control. 

Mr. Speaker, each of us prays for peace in 
the Middle East. The only way to achieve 
peace is for the Palestinian leaders to not only 
condemn but to take steps to stop terrorism 
and violence. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES COMMISSION ON SECU-
RITY IN AN OPEN SOCIETY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-

duce the United States Commission on Secu-
rity in an Open Society Act, expressing an 
idea I have been working on for two years. 
Before our eyes, parts of our open society are 
gradually being closed down because of fear 
of terrorism. This act would begin a systematic 
response that takes full account of the impor-
tance of maintaining our democratic traditions 
while responding adequately to the real and 
substantial threat terrorism poses. 

The bill I introduce today is being simulta-
neously introduced by the gentleman from 
New York, Senator DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, 
who is retiring this year. His unique career, as 
the Senate’s intellectual leader, and as archi-
tect of the revival of Pennsylvania Avenue and 
a good deal of the rest of the renaissance of 
the Nation’s Capital makes him the perfect 
partner for this bill. Because the bill embodies 
much of the breadth of concerns of the man 
and his career, I believe that the passage of 
the United States Commission on Security in 
an Open Society Act during this Congress 
would be another fitting tribute to Senator 
MOYNIHAN’s service. 

Recent history has been marked by the rise 
of terrorism in the world and in this country. 
As a result, American society faces new and 
unprecedented challenges. We must provide 
higher levels of security for our people and 
public spaces while maintaining a free and 
open democratic society. As yet, our country 
has no systematic process or strategy for 
meeting these challenges. 

When we have been faced with unprece-
dented and perplexing issues in the past, we 
have had the good sense to investigate them 
deeply and to move to resolve them. Exam-
ples include the Warren Commission following 
the assassination of President John F. Ken-
nedy and the Kerner Commission following ri-
otous uprisings that swept American cities in 
the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

The problems associated with worldwide ter-
rorism are of similar importance and dimen-
sion. The Act requires that a commission be 
presidentially appointed because to be useful 
in meeting the multiple problems raised, a 
careful balance of members representative of 
a cross section of disciplines will be nec-
essary. To date, questions of security most 
often have been left to security and military 
experts. They are indispensable participants, 
but they cannot alone resolve all the issues 
raised by terrorism in an open society. In 
order to strike the balance required by our tra-
ditions, constitution and laws, a cross cutting 
group representing our best and wisest minds 
needs to be working at the same table. 

With only existing tools and thinking, we 
have been left to muddle through, using blunt 
19th century approaches, such as crude 
blockades and other denials of access. The 
threat of terrorism to our democratic society is 
too serious to be left to ad hoc problem-solv-
ing. Such approaches are often as inadequate 
as they are menacing. 

We can do better, but only if we recognize 
and then come to grips with the complexities 
associated with maintaining a society with free 
and open access in a world characterized by 
unprecedented terrorism. The place to begin is 
with a high-level presidential commission of 
wise experts from an array of disciplines who 
can help chart the new course that will be re-
quired to protect both our people and our pre-
cious democratic institutions. 
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2000 ORGAN COORDINATOR IM-
PROVEMENT ACT AND ORGAN 
DONOR ENHANCEMENT ACT 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to in-
troduce two bills to address organ scarcity, 
The Organ Coordinator Improvement Act and 
The Organ Donor Enhancement Act. These 
bills complement each other in their purpose 
to increase the number of recoverable organs 
and make the best use of available organs for 
transplant. 

Every 14 minutes, a new person is added to 
the list of patients in need of an organ trans-
plant. This list is 72,000 patients long today. 
Last year, we recovered over 21,000 organs 
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